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Daily Log  
Stewards Report 
Pre-Racing Season 
Delaware Park 
 

Monday, April 2, 2018 to Friday, April 6, 2018 
  
 
Monday, April 2, 2018 – Racing Commission license applications were reviewed and 
approved.  Chief Steward James Lages emailed Horsemen’s Bookkeeper Cindy Houghton to 
confirm that purse money was released in 2017 to Bing Cherry Racing, whose trainer 
Michael Pino appealed Stewards ruling 140-2017.  A decision, made by the Delaware 
Thoroughbred Racing Commission in January, 2018 upheld the Stewards decision and the 
purse money will have to be returned when the order is executed.  Bookkeeper Houghton 
confirmed the money was paid out in an email on Tuesday, April 3. 2018.   Hearing files and 
files from medication violations in 2017 were updated.  This office made a request from 
Executive Director John Wayne to subpoena two witnesses for the Edwin Gonzalez appeal of 
Stewards ruling 123-2017, to be heard at the D.T.R.C. meeting on May 16, 2018.  Edwin 
Gonzalez was telephoned at work in Maryland for current contact information so a hearing 
notice could be mailed to him.   
 
 
Tuesday, April 3, 2018 –   Trainer Andrew Simoff called to inform us that he had 
judgements against several parties who had previously been licensed in Delaware.  He was 
asked to deliver the judgements to the Stewards office.  ROAP’s points of emphasis for 2018 
were reviewed. Steward Lages and Department of Agriculture Veterinarian Dr. Karen Lopez 
discussed biosecurity at the race track and ideas that would be beneficial at Delaware Park if 
implemented here.  Assistant starter Carlos Diaz asked if his adult son would be permitted to 
obtain an owners license.  Mr. Diaz is considered to be a racing official.  By rule, an official 
is prohibited from having any beneficial interest, either directly or indirectly, in a race horse.  
It was disclosed that his son resides at the same address; thus he will not be permitted an 
owners license.  The Stewards office was contacted by a licensee whose license was 
rescinded in 2017.  He is now experiencing difficulty in obtaining a license in Kentucky and 
asked that we Fax a copy of his ruling to the K.S.R.C. 
 
 
Wednesday, April 4, 2018 – Steward Lages and Investigator Teena Appleby discussed the 
Stewards interpretation of  D.T.R.C. rule 15.1.1.2 concerning use of inhalants on race day.  
We interpret this rule to include nasal rubs such as Vicks or the generic equivalent.  The 
license office asked if two veterinarians would be permitted to enter the barn area on day 
passes to perform castrations on horses stabled here.  They were informed that veterinarians 
are not allowed to practice medicine of any kind without being licensed, unless there is an 
emergency for which the Stewards can then grant permission.  An interview was conducted 
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with stable employee Neldya Victoriano prior to her being licensed on a renewal application. 
Pennsylvania had a ruling from 2008 on Ms. Victoriano that stated she was ineligible to be 
licensed.  This does not automatically prevent her from being licensed in Delaware and after 
the interview her application was approved.  A folder with tasks for Safety Steward Robert 
Colton to attend to,  is being assembled.   
 
 
Thursday, April 5, 2018 – Racing Commission license applications were reviewed and 
approved.  Investigator Appleby and Steward Lages unlocked the Stewards Secretary’s file 
cabinets.  We sorted through what should be kept, archived, or shredded prior to the arrival 
of new Stewards Secretary Diane Ness.  Trainer Anthony Pecoraro and jockey agent Tom 
Stift stopped in the office to confer.  Trainer Michael Pino was informed that his owner, Bing 
Cherry Racing, will have to return the winner’s purse money for “Bridget’s Big Luvy,” when 
an order made by the Delaware Thoroughbred Racing Commission in January is executed.  
The Commission order upheld the Stewards decision in ruling # 140-2017.  Mr. Pino was 
unaware that his owners had received the purse money and informed us that he would contact 
them.  The Stewards asked for an amendment to be made in the SOP manual for licensing, 
concerning the licensing of apprentice Jockeys.  Trainer Ron Moquett was notified of a 
Stewards Hearing to be conducted on April 20, 2018, concerning a medication violation in 
2017.  When notified of the alleged violation last year, Mr. Moquett requested a split-sample 
analysis.  Texas A&M Veterinary Laboratory verified the presence of “Acetanilide” after the 
Stewards office was closed for 2017 so a hearing could not be scheduled at the time of 
confirmation.  
 
Friday, April 6, 2018 – The licensing system was down on the computers in our office.  
Dover was notified and three day temporary passes are being issued to license applicants so 
that they may have access to the stable area and the horses.  New Jersey Chief Steward Steve 
Pagano called to inquire about our schedule prior to live racing.  Apprentice Jockey Pablo 
Rodriguez applied for his license and was advised that he must provide the Stewards with a 
copy of his apprentice certificate to complete the licensing requirements.  The Stewards 
office at Parx Race Track confirmed that he does have a certificate of which they are in the 
process of validating for an extension.  Administrative Assistant Molly Church provided the 
Stewards office with daily treatment sheets to be completed by the practicing veterinarians 
and submitted to the Stewards.  Agent Mark Mace requested a copy of ruling 123-2017 on 
behalf of Jockey Edwin Gonzalez.  Mr. Mace was also provided with a copy of the notice for 
an appeals hearing, which was mailed on April 5, 2018.  Trainer Andrew Simoff submitted 
two judgements filed in the New Castle County courthouse against parties that were 
previously licensed in Delaware.  The people named in these judgements will be required to 
see the Stewards prior to being relicensed. 
 

 
 

                                                                                                         Steward  
                                                                                                            James Lages 
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