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Delaware Nutrient Management Program  
Manure Relocation Cost Assistance Program Guide 

 
AUTHORITY:  
 
This guideline document is developed pursuant to the authority granted by Section 2220, Title 3, of the 
Delaware Code, Chapter 22  

 
PROGRAM OVERVIEW: 
 
These guidelines establish the qualifications for voluntary participation in the Delaware Nutrient 
Management Relocation Program. The objective of the Nutrient Management Relocation Program is to 
assist in transporting manure to land in need of its constituent nutrients or to an alternative use 
approved by the Delaware Nutrient Management Commission (DNMC).  The purpose is to create a 
program for Delaware generated manure in areas in need of organic matter and nutrients. The program 
will continue as long as supporting funds exist. 

 
DEFINITIONS: 
 

“Alternative use” means any methodology using manure as a component other than direct, 
unprocessed land application and approved by the DNMC. 
 
“Manure” means litter, organic material excreted by animals, and/or bedding material used as a 
component of animal production. 
 
“Nutrient Management Plan” or “plan” means a plan by a certified nutrient consultant to 
manage the amount, placement, timing and application of nutrients in order to reduce nutrient 
loss or runoff and to maintain the productivity of soil when growing agricultural commodities 
and turfgrass. 
 
“Transporting agent” means any person, organization, or broker that will receive state 
transportation payment(s) and accept responsibility as specified in this policy.  

 
ALTERNATIVE USE: 
 
Acceptable alternative use projects must be approved by the DNMC according to evaluation standards 
adopted by them.   
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The following information must be submitted to the DNMC for approval: 
 
- Business name, address, and telephone number; 
- Name of project manager overseeing the alternative use project; 
- Concept and description of the alternative use; 
- Destination/market of animal waste product; 
- Timeline of events in moving/processing animal waste; 
- The estimated amount of manure to be transported. The destination or market place must be clearly 

identified with contact information of the receiving party; 
- On-site bio-security measures approved by the State Veterinarian addressing pathogenic control of 

the processed end product; 
- Alternative use projects shall adhere to all Federal, State, and Local applicable permit requirements; 
- For those approved alternative use projects that export manure from Delaware, transportation cost 

assistance may be approved by the DNMC on a case by case basis at a rate to be determined.  
 
Current approved alternative use destinations: mushroom industry 
 
RELOCATION COST ASSISTANCE:  
 
The Delaware Nutrient Management Program (DNMP) will approve or disapprove all eligible senders and 
receivers according to feasibility, nutrient content of manure, and any priorities established by the 
DNMC. The DNMC reserves the right to reject transportation of litter of excessive weight, water content, 
or non-standard constituency, and will ensure that manure eligible for transport assistance meets a 
minimum nutrient content.   
 
TRANSPORTING AGENT:  
 
The transporting agent is responsible for:  
- Identifying eligible senders, receivers, total manure weight transported, and meeting all standards 

specified for nutrient transportation.   
- Communicating with the DNMP and submitting all requested documentation pursuant to manure 

transportation.   
- All transport agencies may be visited by the DNMP administration and may be spot inspected during 

any time of the transport process or within three years of the date of payment.   
- A transporting agent may also be the eligible sender OR receiver, but not both.  
- The transporting agent is responsible for ensuring each ton moved, is only moved one time in one 

direction for payment.  
 

SENDERS:  
An Eligible Sender must meet the following criteria:   
- Maintains a valid animal waste management plan (AWMP), CAFO Plan, or a nutrient management 

plan (NMP) indicating excessive nutrients due to inadequate land for application or high soil 
phosphorous levels. 

- Current and up to date certification with the Delaware Nutrient Management Program. 
o Check credits here: https://dda.my.site.com/nutrientmanagement/s/ 

- High phosphorous soil levels for senders are defined as greater than or equal to 200ppm Mehlich 3 P, 
equivalent to University of Delaware Fertility Index Value (FIV).  A listing of DNMP approved soil 
laboratories and conversion tables will be supplied by the DNMP. 

https://dda.my.site.com/nutrientmanagement/s/
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- A manure nutrient analysis completed by an approved laboratory must be provided.   
- Must be located in Delaware. 

 
RECEIVERS:  
An Eligible DELAWARE Receiver must meet the following criteria: 
- For land application, a nutrient management plan (NMP) must be developed for the time period of 

nutrient application demonstrating the amount of manure needed.   
- Current and up to date certification with the Delaware Nutrient Management Program as a Private 

Nutrient Handler, at minimum, and not expired.  
o Check credits here:  

- Soils eligible for land application are defined as less than or equal to 150ppm Mehlich 3 P, equivalent 
to University of Delaware Fertility Index Value. A listing of DNMP approved soil laboratories and 
conversion tables will be supplied by the DNMP. 

- For alternative use, the operation must be recognized and approved by the DNMP. 
 
An Eligible NON-DELAWARE Receiver must meet the following criteria:  
- For land application, a nutrient management plan (NMP) must be developed for the time period of 

nutrient application demonstrating the amount of manure needed.   
- Soils eligible for land application are defined as less than or equal to 150ppm Mehlich 3 P, equivalent 

to University of Delaware Fertility Index Value. A listing of DNMP approved soil laboratories will be 
supplied by the DNMP. 

o Any soil test submitted in MD FIV will be converted to DE FIV to determine eligibility.  
- For alternative use, the operation must be recognized and approved by the DNMP. 
- All identified receivers must be approved by the DNMP prior to receipt of nutrients. 
 
NUTRIENT TRANSPORT STANDARDS & BIOSECURITY: 
 

1. Transporting vehicles must be constructed/equipped to prevent the contents from dropping, 
sifting, leaking, or otherwise escaping while traveling on public roads. 

 
2. All non-composted animal carcasses are prohibited from transport. 

 
3. The transport of animal manure to and from identical animal type operations must be reported 

to the SNMP and may require extra biosecurity measures as determined by the SNMP.  All other 
state regulation regarding transport of manure on roadways must be followed, including but not 
limited to, DELDOT and DNREC.  

 
4. Biosecurity measures may be established by the State Veterinarian. 

 
CLAIM FOR PAYMENT: 
 
The claim for payment (provided by the DNMP) must be submitted within 90 days of completion of 
manure transportation from one singular point to another singular point, with the following supporting 
documents: 
- Weigh tickets from a certified scale for each load transported, or, if transport is less than 25 road 

miles, an average load weight per vehicle as approved by the DNMP. 
- Mileage calculation from origin to destination (one way, not round trip).  
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- Manure analysis verifying the average Nitrogen and Phosphate values of the manure transported.  A 
representative sample is at least one sample per farm site and no greater than 100 tons.  

- If manure is land applied: Soil samples for acreage it will be applied to verify soil P levels.  
 
Claim rates are eligible according to the following: 

 
- Eligible nutrient relocation rates may not exceed the legal payload weight limit. 
- Funds are dependent on state allocation and are distributed on a first-come- first-served basis.  Claim 

rates may be modified and prioritized by the DNMC for any determined reason. 
- All claims must represent the most direct route, explanation required if the most direct route is not 

utilized. 
- Must relocate manure at least 10 miles. 
 
NOTE: Each year the state financial system shuts down in June finalize the fiscal year and to prepare for 
the new fiscal year. During this shut down, payments are suspended until the new funding is available in 
July. While payments are unable to be made, the 90 day deadline to submit paperwork will still be 
adhered too.  
        
RECORD KEEPING REQUIREMENTS: 
 
The transporting agency will be required to maintain records with the following documents for a 
minimum of three years from the date of payment:  

 
1. A daily summary of all nutrients transported indicating the tonnage moved and the total mileage 

from origin to destination. 
2. A summary of all vehicles involved in transporting nutrients indicating load class, licensed Gross 

Vehicle Weight (GVW), vehicle type, year, and identification number if available.  
3. Record of load weights for each shipment of manure transported. 
4. All stockpiling and storage of nutrients associated with relocation must adhere to standards set 

by public law and follow guidelines established by the DNMC pertaining to temporary stockpiling 
and storage of poultry litter. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


