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SITUATION UPDATE: Feb. 2, 2026
Delaware Response to Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza
Update
The control area for the first Delaware commercial poultry operation of the 2025-26 migratory season has been officially released. However, the infected farm remains under quarantine. This means that poultry producers and backyard flock owners of non-infected premises within the 10-kilometer (6.2-mile) radius around the infected flocks are no longer restricted from moving poultry or poultry products off or onto their farms. 
All poultry farms and backyard flocks on Delmarva should still take precautions and practice strict biosecurity, as the virus load in the wild bird population is exceptionally high. 
What Does it Take to Release a Control Area? 
The following conditions must be met to release a Control Area: 
• The infected flock has been depopulated, and the compost piles must be capped.
• Initial virus elimination must be completed for the infected premises.
• Required surveillance testing for commercial and backyard flocks must be completed. 
Routine surveillance will continue throughout the state. 
Background
Avian influenza is a highly contagious airborne respiratory virus that spreads quickly among birds through nasal and eye secretions and manure. The virus can be spread from flock to flock, including flocks of wild birds, through contact with infected poultry, equipment, and the clothing and shoes of caretakers. This virus affects poultry, like chickens, ducks and turkeys, and some wild bird species, such as ducks, geese, shorebirds, and raptors.
On Jan. 10, 2026, the Delaware Department of Agriculture announced Delaware announces presumptive positive avian influenza case in Kent County commercial flock  
If You Have Sick Poultry or Increased Mortality
• Commercial poultry producers should notify the company they grow for when they notice signs of disease.
• Delaware backyard flock owners who notice any of the signs of HPAI in their flock should email the Delaware Poultry Health Hotline at poultry.health@delaware.gov or call 302-698-4507 and provide your contact information, size of flock, location, and concerns. Do not take dead or sick birds to a lab to be tested to move them off-site
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